	Olympic winner - Margitta Schulz, owner of Margitta’s Flowers at Lonsdale Quay, will be supplying the bouquets for the 2010 Winter Games. 
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When athletes step up to the podium at the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, they won’t just be receiving a medal.The winning athletes will also get a bouquet of flowers arranged by North Vancouver’s own Margitta Schulz, owner of Margitta’s Flowers at Lonsdale Quay Market in partnership with June Strandberg owner

of  Just Beginnings Flowers.

Since mid-December, Schulz has held on to the sweet secret that she will be supplying nearly 1,200 bouquets for medalled athletes at the Olympics and Paralympics. She’s just now going public with the news.“It hasn’t really sunk in yet,” Schulz said. “It’s just an honour to do it.”

Schulz, who’s been operating her flower store out of the Quay for almost 20 years now, said she didn’t even know that the bouquet bid had gone out. It wasn’t until customers started e-mailing recommendations that she figured she’d better put in a proposal.

The bid process took all summer and several meetings with VANOC. But in the end, it was Schulz and fellow florist June Strandberg’s joint bid that won. The two met through the bidding process, and decided to team up, pairing Schulz’s two decades in business with Strandberg’s experience running floral design programs, most notably one in the Burnaby Correctional Centre for Women. Strandberg now runs her floral school out of the Phoenix Centre in Surrey.  Schulz said in 2010 she’ll be working with Strandberg from the Phoenix Centre along with a team of disadvantaged women, starting in the early hours, so the assembled bouquets will be out the door by 4 a.m. and delivered by 8 a.m. on event days.   “Most of the women who will be working on the bouquets will have gone through the system and through the school,” Schulz said, adding, “I seriously think that was one of the reasons (we) got the bid.”   Pressed for more details on her contract and any potential business boon, Schulz is tight lipped.  On cost of the contract, Schulz will only say that “VANOC has been quite frugal.”
And on the bouquet arrangements, Schulz won’t tip her hand on what the athletes will be cradling in their arms when a medal is draped around their necks. “Just have a look at the Olympic colours,” Schulz hinted.  dpi@northshoreoutlook.com


